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Thri is an splashes

raftingdown t11w Stanislaus
%Vidiw 1%laker ... Rock arden

...
1evils Staircas is no jaduzzi or sauna that can niatth tlw nIassgt would iiu beIicv.peaiiut butter

Six Ik ... Chicken IilI1 ... Ieatli Rock ... Cadillac delivered by old vaterfall or wIiirIpii. But hen Ihe pogIuI1ee of the trip lay in the fact Iit the living

haul left. the staircast oF pools anl caseading wateilalls was as wild river be IestroyedvkiIn to the nverPnding
iIiese nanes of rapiI. .hing the stretch of the full as an urban swimming pool on the 1ourih of July. drive for more water and pow er.Ae tording to susan

StaililaLls River above th Nev %1e1niies Dam suggesi Sonie 1%Iirk. who led thea slwcial trip For clitvli iirteis. Brooks oi Friends of the River. the filling of tlit reservoii

of the ztst niul txeiteinent shared by those wIns can take TV IeOlLe Uill their friends. is er SJe..iul Long. iwliüid New .lelniies luni has been halted this yvar. But

%%CkCIIl Out to flOat hfl%I1 the wild eanvIn in rulbI lOat lean. aIlt barded he Is great .rinth. .iiaian auid Ilex year. the Federal BLlreau of Reclani.tioii. vIiich ls
lwo days drifting afll pluiiging with .lark Duhois and humor. ttIl he enlivened the trip sith 1nr of tii Jnhans taken over the dani. plans to start filling again.

the Friends of the River provided in capsule forni all the and gold miners who had previously usti Ha anywi. The Vriend% Of the Hivei. who tornwd during the Un
elenients of perfect vacationclear water. hot sun There is not much to observe of the cnturits thr successful fight tu stop colistrtittion Of the ikim. elaini that

XiteI1eIit. xcrcise. gonil food. gnod coiupaiiyand canyon was inhabited by the Miwok Indians ieept for the water is iiot. ntededthat toIIservation and better

poignance conical holes in the rocks where generations 01 vuineii vntr niaiiigniiit muld piovide as iiuwb or inure water

sIarkits iirst iuunes onl on the Stainlausis the ground acorns into naslt for the diet staple. Lhaii the rcsrrvoir. liii gruup tiiiipaigiiiiig to ktep tilt

young man Wilt ahieed brief national fame last spring The gold miners were not so gentle. The vanvoi is full reservoir height bektw Iarrotts Ferry. which is iotated in

wheti he playeti David to the Corps of Engineers Goliath of evidence of their craze. Old mills clearings acres of the ftllthill5 betweeii Sonora atiti Angels amp. It is also

and stopped the filling of the reservoir behind the mam rocks whatlooks Like the worlds largest fig Irer. mark tht campaigning for bill currently in ünigress. hR i22L to

moth 11eV. dani by chaining himself to rock dry brushy canyon. And near the end of the run couple of give the river between Parrotts Ferry and the start of tlii

Bucking and plunging down rapid in rubber boat dredges arc runningpossibly precursors of new gold river trip Wikl and Scenic River status.

gives very special feeling. The boat and its crew are rush. Meanwhile. as 01W PUlls out the boat at Parrotrs

almost part of the river as the boat bends and flexes in the Flie food was plentiful and goodassemble-il-yourself Ferry oar cant help but look up at the single span con-

troughs and over the haystacks of ater. There is thrill of vegetarian fare. But the highlight had to hr th Dubois crete bridge. soaring hundreds of feet abovejust few

uncertainty as one paddles furiously to avoid the next special which Mark created for his lunch on Sunday. feet above the level of the planned lake.

rockparticularly with new crew of which at least one Starting with tortilla. he added cream cheese and by Marion Softky

can always be counted on to paddle forward when he shrimp mixture. tomatoes. alfalfa sprouts. and then
should be paddling backwards or vice versa.

The thrill was sharpened by great splashes of frigid

water in some Of the wilder stretches. Then at the bottom

the water level would almost as high in as out of the

boat and the bailing buckets would go to work before the

next rapid came. Another weird feelingat least for one
..

...

..
..

...

who is used to boats which travel bow firstis the in-

differeece of rubber rafts to orientation. We would go into
...

-.

the rapids forward. backwards and sideways. often ... ...

spiraling once or twice aS we descended

Occasionally we bounced off rock. but the time we

wrapped around it and had to haul the boat out while .. ..

teetering on the slippery slant gave us healthy respect
..

for the lQWCR of hit water

Ihe only thing lacking on the trip was isolation. The

river was crowded with other boats also shariiig the im
Hi ensely popular eqeriene. There iiiust have been fifty

..

other boats carrying tvO or three hutidred leOPl strung ...

iiiit on the river aiiit lined UP at the trickier rapids. Sixteen

rafting IIITIIaflies ply the river. iiil last year ooo people

itiade the trip. accorling to one of the guides

Siiiiday iirning we ilokt camp early atul passel up

tiit cave iv the river to get to special swinming hole

before the crowd. For those who have never tried it there Takin9 rapid..it lacks easy when tije boat is rowed by Mark ubois right.

.. .-.i-.. ... ....
..

..-
.. ..

.5..

.... .. __S
..

..

.fC

ts_ tc
.-

td

..

j\ ..k1.. t.

-.
.j

.-

44. -p.
..

-S.-

..

.s.

Before the crowd....Early birds enjoy swimming hole on tho south fork of the Stanislaus River. Photos by Marion Softky.
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